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The wise men were magi. Their study of the stars led them to Judea to find 
and worship Jesus, the newborn King. Before they found Jesus, though, 
the wise men met King Herod. God had promised the Jewish people a new 
king—one who would save them from their enemies. King Herod was not 
that king. Imagine how he felt when he heard about a new king in town.

The wise men asked him, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews?” The wise men unintentionally challenged Herod’s reign. Not only 
was Herod not a full Jew, he was not a descendant of King David. Herod 
was deeply disturbed by the news that this child had the birthright of being 
king.

Herod was furious. He gathered his chief priests and scribes to determine 
where Jesus had been born. Then he lied to the wise men: “When you 
find Him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship Him.” What 
deceitfulness! The truth was, Herod did not want to worship Jesus at all; he 
wanted to kill Him!

The wise men continued on their journey and found Jesus. They worshiped 
Him. The Bible does not say how many magi worshiped Jesus, although 
they brought Him three gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus may 
have been about two years old when the magi found Him. The wise men 
were warned in a dream to avoid Herod, so they returned home by another 
route.

The wise men came to worship Jesus as king. Jesus is the King who will 
rule forever, as God promised to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Help the 
children you teach realize that Jesus is the true King who is worthy of all 
our worship. 

Teacher BIBLE STUDY
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Christmas

Session Title: Wise Men Visited Jesus
Bible Passage: Matthew 2:1-21
Big Picture Question: Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!

Small Group Opening 
(15–20 minutes)

Large Group Bible Study 
(10–15 minutes)

Small Group Activities 
(20–25 minutes)

Snack and Transition
(20 minutes)

Preschool BIBLE STUDY OVERVIEW
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Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2:1-21

A long time ago, God promised the Jewish people that He would send 
a king to save them from their enemies. The people were still waiting for 
their king, but the time had finally come. Jesus was born in Bethlehem at 
the same time Herod was king. Was Herod the king God promised? 

No! Herod was a bad king.
Wise men saw a star in the sky that was a sign of Jesus’ birth, and they 

traveled to find Him. They came to King Herod. “Where is the king of the 
Jews?” they asked. “We saw a star in the east. We want to worship the new 
king.”

A new king? Herod was king! King Herod was very angry. He asked the 
priests and scribes, “Where is this king supposed to be born?”

“In Bethlehem, just as the prophet said,” his priests and scribes 
replied. Herod took the wise men aside. He spoke to them in private. “Go 
find this child. When you find Him, come tell me where He is so I can 
worship Him as king too.” But Herod was lying. Herod didn’t want to 
worship the new king; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed the star until it led them to Jesus. When they saw 
the star, they were so very happy! The wise men went into the house where 
Jesus was with His mother Mary. They fell to their knees and worshiped 
Jesus. Then they gave Jesus gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. When it 
was time for the wise men to go home, God warned them in a dream not to 
tell Herod where Jesus was. So they took a different way home.

After the wise men were gone, an angel appeared to Joseph, Mary’s 
husband, in a dream. The angel said, “Get up! Take Jesus and Mary to 
Egypt and stay there. King Herod is looking for Jesus and wants to kill 
him!” So in the middle of the night, Joseph got up and took Mary and Jesus 
to Egypt where they would be safe.

King Herod was mad! The wise men didn’t tell him where Jesus was! 
He was so mad that he killed all the boys in Bethlehem under two years 
old. He wanted to make sure he killed Jesus, but he didn’t know Jesus 
had escaped.

The BIBLE STORY
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A while later, after Herod had died, an angel spoke to Joseph again in a 
dream. “Get up! Take Jesus and Mary to the land of Israel, because King 
Herod is dead now.” Joseph did what the angel said. He got up and took 
Mary and Jesus back home to Israel.

Christ Connection: The wise men came to worship Jesus as King. Jesus 
is the King who will rule forever, as God promised to King David in 
2 Samuel 7. Jesus is the true King who is worthy of all our worship.
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Small Group OPENING

Welcome and Session Starter (15–20 minutes)
Post where parents can see an allergy alert for the snack and 
“match scents” ingredients. 

Greet preschoolers and their parents with the joy of the 
season. Be sure to follow the security measures your church 
has in place. Kids can begin the session with the activity 
sheet.

Activity Page: What Is Different?
Tell kids to circle things in the second picture that are 
different from the first picture. Talk about the wise men. 
They were men who could read and write. They had time 
to study the stars and learn that the world was orderly. God 
led them to Jesus because He wanted other people in the 
world—not just Israelites—to know Jesus.

• Prepare: Play the 
song “Born That We 
May Have Life” in 
the background. 

• Set an offering 
basket near the 
door. 

• Set out a few 
favorite toys such as 
puzzles, blocks, and 
a nativity set.

• Allergy Alert Poster 

PREP
LOW

• “What Is Different?” 
activity page, 1 
per kid 

• pencils or crayons

Session Title: Wise Men Visited Jesus
Bible Passage: Matthew 2:1-21
Big Picture Question: Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!
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Move the wise men
Say • Who arrived in Bethlehem in our Bible story last 

week? (Mary and Joseph; the shepherds) This week 
the wise men arrive to see Jesus. They had traveled a 
long way. It took a long time. 

Move the wise men to Bethlehem. Provide a stop for them 
in Jerusalem if you can.

Play with the manger scene
Let kids play out the Christmas story with the stand-up 
figures or a purchased manger scene. 

Make a Bethlehem mural
Tape a long sheet of paper to the wall. Draw a couple of 
streets on it. Make a couple of houses out of square sticky 
notes by sketching a door and a window high on the wall 
on each note. Place these on the streets to begin the mural. 
Kids can add houses to the streets.

Transition to Bible study 
To assemble your kids after they have arrived, show the 
countdown video, ring the bell, flip the lights, or clap a 
simple rhythm for children to copy to gain attention. 

The wise men followed a star to find Jesus. Lead the boys 
and girls to the Bible study location holding up a paper star 
for them to follow.

• nativity set  wise 
men from previous 
sessions or wise 
men from “Stand-
up Nativity Figures” 

• “Stand-up Nativity 
Figures” 

• long sheet of paper
• masking tape
• square sticky notes
• crayons or washable 
markers

• star cut from yellow 
paper or gold foil 
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Large Group Bible Study Time (10–15 minutes)

Introduce the Bible story 
Make a star with your body (stand with arms and legs out) 
and twinkle fingers in “praise.” Sing any praise song or 
Christmas song that you choose. You might sing “Jesus 
Loves Me” and add a chorus at the end: “Yes, Jesus loves 
me. … And I love Jesus, too.” 
Say  • Today you will hear a true story from the Bible about 

wise men looking for a baby king. On their way, they met 
a bad king named Herod. When you hear Herod’s name, 
make the thumbs-down sign or hiss. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video “Wise Men Visited Jesus” or tell the Bible 
story with the Bible open to Matthew 2.

Talk about the Bible story
Show the key passage poster and remind kids that the 
shepherds were afraid when they saw the angel. 
Say  • What did the angel say to the shepherds? (“Don’t be 

afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.”)
•  What was the good news? (“Today a Savior, who 

• “He Was Born” song

• Bible
• “Wise Men Visited 
Jesus” video

• Key Passage Poster 
• “He Was Born” song 
• Big Picture Question 
Poster 

• Timeline Map 

Session Title: Wise Men Visited Jesus
Bible Passage: Matthew 2:1-21
Big Picture Question: Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!

Large Group BIBLE STUDY
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is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of 
David.”) 

[Show the passage in your Bible and say “Luke 2:10-11.” 
Practice saying the key passage or singing “He Was Born.”] 

•  In today’s Bible story, the wise men came from far away 
to see Jesus. [Show the big picture question poster and 
ask the question.]

•  What did they say that made King Herod angry? (They 
wanted to worship the new king.) What did Herod 
pretend he wanted to do? (to worship the new king, too)

•  What led the wise men to Bethlehem? (the star)
•  What gifts did they take to Jesus? (gold, frankincense, 

myrrh)
•  When the wise men left, what did an angel tell Joseph 

in a dream? (King Herod wants to kill Jesus. Take your 
family to Egypt.) 

•  After Herod died, what did an angel tell Joseph in a 
dream? (It was safe to return home.)

•  Before Christmas, our Bible stories were about a 
different Joseph—not Mary’s husband. 

[Point to “Joseph’s Dreams Came True,” on the timeline.] 
•  That Joseph became a powerful ruler in Egypt. Do you 

remember why God sent Joseph to Egypt? God sent 
Joseph to Egypt to save his family. 

[Point to today’s Bible story on the timeline; it appears 
chronologically in the unit “God’s Plan Is Jesus.”] 

•  Why did God send Mary, Joseph, and Jesus to Egypt for 
a while? (to save Jesus’ family from Herod.)

Transition to small groups 
Send a few kids at a time to small groups. The first activity, 
“Follow the wise men,” might be better to do as an entire 
group during small group time.

Tip: Do activities 
one of these ways:

• as a group, all at the 
same time

• in small groups that 
rotate through each 
activity

• set up as 
centers, allowing 
preschoolers to 
browse and choose
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Small Group Activities Time (20–25 minutes)
Today’s activities center around the long journey made by 
the wise men as they followed the star to worship the new 
King of the Jews. 

When the wise men arrived in Jerusalem, everyone in 
the city knew they were there. They had been traveling for 
a long time and probably had pack animals, servants, and 
maybe even guards to protect them. Everyone was talking 
about them!

Stamp around shapes
Cut out some cardboard Christmas shapes such as stars. 
Tape two or three shapes to a piece of paper. Put a little 
washable paint in a container that won’t easily tip over; you 
may add baby powder for texture and scent. 

Paint with cotton swabs: hold several cotton swabs 
together and wrap masking tape around them to make a 
holder. Stamp or paint over and around the shapes.
Say • The stars remind us that the wise men followed a star 

to find Baby Jesus.
 

Tip: Select activities 
you can staff and 
that your kids will 
enjoy. Set a timer 
for taking turns if 
necessary.

Note: “… King 
Herod … was 
deeply disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem 
with him.” 
(Matt. 2:3)

• cardboard cut into 
Christmas shapes of 
different sizes

• washable paint
• container(s) for 
paint

• baby powder 
(optional)

• cotton swabs
• masking tape
• painting smocks

Session Title: Wise Men Visited Jesus
Bible Passage: Matthew 2:1-21
Big Picture Question: Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!

Small Group ACTIVITIES
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Follow the leader
Select a child to be the leader and tape a star to his clothing. 
He can lead the others in a simple exercise of his choosing. 
Count 8 or 10 repetitions of an exercise. Select another 
leader and move the star to her. In addition to toe touching, 
clapping, or hopping, you might suggest activities such as 
these.

 • Touch right hand to left knee and then left hand to 
right knee. 
 • Stretch both arms to the ceiling; bend one elbow, 
reaching that hand across the top of the head to touch 
the opposite elbow. Reach both arms to the ceiling 
and bend the other elbow to reach across the head.
 • Hold arms straight out to the side and make small 
circles forward. Reverse and make backward circles.

Say • God gave the wise men a bright star to lead them to 
Baby Jesus.

Follow the path to Jesus
Using a box large enough to lay the baby doll in, kids can 
make a “manger” and fill it with shredded paper “straw.” 
Spread more “straw” around the manger and place farm 
animals in it. Place Baby Jesus—the baby doll—in the 
manger. 

Tape the stars to the floor in a path leading to a doll 
representing Jesus. Children can rearrange them on the floor 
in new paths and hop along the paths. If you tape the stars 
to the wall, kids can touch each one with their hands as they 
follow the path.
Say • God gave the wise men a bright star so they would 

know Jesus was born. 
Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.

PREP
LOW

• paper star
• masking tape

• baby doll 
• toy farm animals
• box
• straw or shredded 
paper to represent 
straw

• construction paper 
cut into several 
large stars

• tape
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Make patterns with star stickers
Give each child strips of star stickers in three or four 
different colors. Challenge them to make patterns of star 
stickers from different colors. For younger kids, draw a 
square divided into four sections; kids can put all of one 
color in each section.
Say • God put a star in the sky for the wise men to follow 

to Jesus. 
Why did the wise men visit Jesus? The wise men 

came to worship Jesus.

Match scents
Collect three or four distinctive scents, at least one that 
smells like Christmas, such as cinnamon, pine, orange, or 
vanilla. If you choose herbs, use opaque bottles only so 
that kids can’t match scents by looking at them. Otherwise, 
choose liquids, such as vinegar, coffee, fruit drinks, or 
perfume.

Make two of each scent. Soak the cotton ball with some 
scent and water, or put a small amount of water into the 
bottle with some scent and a cotton ball. Put the lids on and 
tape them shut. 

Kids try to match scents. They can guess whether a scent 
smells like a food flavoring or perfume. Kindergartners may 
want to help choose and fill the bottles.
Say • The wise men brought Baby Jesus gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. Frankincense and myrrh 
were useful and expensive. People used them to make 
themselves smell better, to heal sicknesses, and to 
worship God.

• paper
• marker
• star stickers in four 
colors

• small, matching, 
empty, clean bottles

• cotton balls
• herbs, perfumes, 
or other strongly 
scented liquids

• funnel
• water
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Snack Time and Transition (20 minutes)
Call for the kids’ attention, clean up the small-group 
activities, and take a bathroom break. Check to see that all 
the boys and girls wash their hands or use hand sanitizer 
before making their snack. Thank God for the snack before 
making it.

Decorate star-shaped cookies. Supervise carefully! 

Transition
When kids have finished eating, remind them to throw trash 
away and find a quiet activity. Some may want to look at 
books, work puzzles, or color the Bible story coloring page. 

Encourage those who want to draw on a journal page to 
draw something related to the Bible story. They might draw 
colorful crowns. Explain that the wise men are sometimes 
called kings, though they probably were not. In today’s 
Bible story, we learned about a wicked king (Herod) and 
Baby Jesus, the true King who is worthy of all our worship. 

• countdown video 
(optional)

• store-bought or 
homemade star-
shaped cookies

• icing to spread 
or squeeze onto 
cookies

• tubes of squeeze 
icing or containers 
and plastic knives to 
spread icing

• napkins and paper 
cups

• drinking water

• Journal Page 
• Bible Story Coloring 
Page 

• books and puzzles
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Journal Page

Christmas
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11

Session 1:  Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph  
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24

Session 2:  Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20

Session 3:  Wise Men Visited Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-21
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And the angel said to them,  
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of great joy  
that will be for all the people.  
For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Savior,  

who is Christ the Lord. 
 Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (ESV)
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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But the angel said to them,  
“Don’t be afraid, for look,  

I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for all 

the people: Today a Savior, who is 
Messiah the Lord, was born for you 

in the city of David.” 
Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (HCSB)
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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And the angel said unto them, 
 Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy,  
which shall be to all people.  

For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord. 
 Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (KJV)
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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And the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid; for behold,  

I bring you good news of a great joy 
which shall be for all the people;  

for today in the city of David  
there has been born for you 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (NASB)
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But the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid.  

I bring you good news of great joy  
that will be for all the people.  

Today in the town of David  
a Saviour has been born to you;  

he is Christ the Lord. 
 Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (NIV)
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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Then the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid, for behold,  

I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people.  

For there is born to you this day  
in the city of David a Savior,  

who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:10-11

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Key Passage Poster (NKJV)
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OK tO print



TM

Why did the wise men 
visit Jesus? 

The wise 
men came 

to worship 
Jesus.

ChristmasUNIT 4 • Session 3 • Preschool
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ChristmasUNIT 4 • Session 3 • Preschool Activity Pages
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Instructions: Circle things in the second picture that are different from the first picture.

What Is Different?
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Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2:1-21
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UNIT 4 • Session 3 • Wise Men Visited Jesus
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Instructions: Print 

these figures on 

heavyweight paper. Cut 

them out and laminate 

them. Tape them to 

blocks or paper cups to 

use in several sessions. 

Stand-up Nativity Figures

UNIT 4 • Sessions 1-3 • Stand-up Nativity Figures
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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UNIT 4 • Sessions 1-3 • Stand-up Nativity Figures
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Instructions: Print this poster, or laminate it and reuse it throughout the quarter. Use a dry erase marker to fill in the necessary information when bringing food, 

animals, things to smell, or nature items that might cause allergic reactions. Display the poster where parents can see it when they arrive with their children.

Today your child will be 
tasting/touching/sniffing

 

Please notify a teacher  
if your child should not 
participate in this activity.

UNIT 4 • Allergy Alert Poster
© 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources.
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